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Lord Cullen spearheaded probe in to Piper Alpha blast

Honour for judge
to open building
named after him
InShort
Lord Cullen and Linda Ellis
have been honoured at a
naming ceremony of the
newly-extended Humberside
Offshore Training
Association facilities in Hull.

A judge who played a key
role into investigations of
national disasters was
one of two people hon-
oured in Hull last week.

Lord Cullen was invited to
Humberside Offshore Train-
ing Association to unveil a
new building named after
him.

Lord Cullen, who spear-
headed an investigation into
the Piper Alpha explosion in
1988, unveiled a plaque at the
Cullen Building . one of the
bases for the Humberside
Offshore Training Associ-
ation (HOTA).

Speaking at a special event
at HOTA3s site in Sutton
Fields Industrial Estate, he
said: 6I am very aware of the
hard work that has gone into
HOTA over the years.

6It is a great honour for me
to be involved in the naming
ceremony for the Cullen
Building.7

Lord Cullen3s association
with HOTA began in 1992,
when he made an official vis-
it to the then newly-built sur-
vival centre.

A plaque was hung to cel-
ebrate his visit, which still
remains in its original
p l a c e.

Lord Cullen added: 6I have
visited HOTA on several
occasions over the years and
every time I come, there is
some new advance with their
f acilities.

6I will be delighted to main-
tain the relationship I have
built with HOTA and I will be
followings its developments
with interest.7

The neighbouring Ellis
Building, in Malmo Road,

was also named as part of the
c e re m o ny.

It was named in honour of
H O TA3s general manager
Linda Ellis, who has been
with the organisation for
more than 23 years.

She saw it grow from just a
few members of staff and six
courses in 1988 to more than
100 courses and 36 staff
t o d ay.

She said: 6I nearly fell off
my chair when I was told
members of staff had voted to
name one of the buildings
after me.

6I was tickled pink and
slightly embarrassed to have
a ceremony for the naming.

6I3ve seen HOTA change
and advance over the years
and I am very attached to the
work we do.7

Jokingly, she added: 6L o rd
C u l l e n3s building will hope-
fully remain with us for an
eternity. Mine might not .
it3s rented!7

HOTA offers training and
tailor-made courses to meet
company-specific training
n e e d s.

It was established in 1987 as
a limited company with
charity status, ploughing
back surplus funding into
enhancing facilities at both
sites in Malmo Road, in Sut-
ton Fields and Albert Dock.

Work to further improve
H O TA3s training facilities is
still continuing.

A 22-metre tower at the
Albert Dock site is being
expanded to form a Working
At Height training facility.

This will be used for train-
ing for the wind and renew-
ables sectors.

Ms Ellis added: 6We have so
many plans in the pipeline, it
is shaping up to be an ex-
citing future. And, of course,
I3ll be sticking around to see
it all taking shape.7

Hull developer acquires remaining land at Europarc
PROPERTY: Hull-based
developer, Wykeland
Group, has acquired the
remaining land at the
Europarc business park.

Wykeland, based in
Q u e e n3s Street, city centre,
has bought Yorkshire
Fo r w a rd 3s stake in the
development for an
undisclosed sum to become
the sole owner of the site.

The 110-acre business
park, in North East
Lincolnshire, is home to a
host of top local, regional

and national companies,
including Northern Foods,
Cosalt, Daniels Food Group
and award-winning motor
home manufacturer
Au t o t r a i l .

Dominic Gibbons,
managing director of
Wykeland, described it as a
significant move for the
company and Europarc.

He said: 6There are still
46 of the original 110 acres
to be developed and we
anticipate that by the time
the development is

completed, there will be
about 3,500 people working
on the site, which will
bolster the local economy.

6Our plan is to build on
the extremely successful
partnership we have had
with Yorkshire Forward,
that has seen the
development of 750,000sq ft
of business space currently
providing employment for
about 2,000 people.

6We will continue to
work closely with North
East Lincolnshire Council

to provide high quality
space for manufacturing,
warehousing and office
u s e. 7

David Custance,
assistant director of urban
renaissance and property
at Yorkshire Forward, said
Europarc was the result of
a successful relationship
with Wykeland Group.

He said: 6In agreeing
this sale, the development
of Europarc will continue
in the same vein.7

Marine
industry
strategy
PUBLIC SECTOR: A
new �8 billion growth
plan for marine
industries has been
l a u n ch e d .

Business minister
Mark Prisk unveiled
the plan at the PSP
Southampton Boat
Show last week.

Drawing on the
thinking of business,
Government and
academia, the Marine
Industries Growth
Strategy (MIGS)
establishes a
foundation for
sustainable long-term
growth. The strategy
could lead to a �25
billion marine
industry by 2020.

Business minister
and co-chair of the
Marine Industries
Leadership Council
Mark Prisk said:
6B r i t a i n3s marine
industries are one of
our best prospects for
high value, high
skilled economic
g rowth.

6T hat3s why we are
launching the Marine
Industries Growth
Strategy, to harness
that potential and grow
the industry to
�8 billion by 2020.

6By working
together, like Lloyds
Register and the
university are doing
here in Southampton,
our marine industries
can share knowledge,
experience and
oppor tunities.

6That way, they will
be able to create jobs,
growth and a stronger
more resilient supply
ch a i n . 7

Advice on
offer free
EVENTS: A free
business development
seminar is being held
by a specialist training
company in Hull on
Friday, October 7.

Dale Carnegie
Training will run the
workshop from 8.30am
to 10.30am at the
Ramada Jarvis Hotel.

Business leaders and
managers can benefit
from ideas on how to
develop talent within
their organisation.

Dale Carnegie has
developed more than
nine million people in
over 86 countries. To
book a place, email
l i n d a . p a rke s @
dalecar negie.com.

InBrief
Dental firm invests more
than �80,000 in surgeries
SERVICES: A Hull dental care practice has
invested more than �80,000 on renewing two of
their 12 surgeries.

The recent investment, by 543 Dental Centre,
in Anlaby Road, is designed to keep the
surgeries up-to-date with the latest dental
equipment.

Chris Groombridge, joint managing director of
543, said: 6We are constantly re-investing into
the practice to make sure we offer first-class
service to our patients.

6Dental equipment is expensive, but it3s vital
that we keep our surgeries up-to-date.

6We see hundreds of patients every day and
pride ourselves on excellent service and
facilities.7

543 Dental Centre has also invested �15,000
into new intra-oral cameras, which allow dental
surgeons to photograph the inside of the mouth.

KRL moving with the times
S E RV I C E S :
Investment from
Finance Yorkshire
is helping a
photocopier
specialist that has
been trading for
more than 25 years
to modernise.

Willerby-based
KRL Group Limited
sells and services
photocopiers to
customers across
Yorkshire and the
Humber region.

Business loans
of �130,000 from
Finance Yorkshire,

combined with an invoice finance from Lloyds
TSB, have helped KRL to expand and develop,
following a recent management buyout.

KRL managing director George Baker said:
6We 3ve updated our back-up and disaster
recovery strategy, ensured we have the right
servers in place to link in with customer
networks and a new integrated software system
will also improve efficiency of operations both in
the office and to engineers in the field.7

The investment will also help KRL explore new
markets, expand a Leeds-based office, fund
training for engineering, sales and administration
staff, as well as assist with stock purchase for
the company3s growing sales order book.

KRL is the main dealer for Konica Minolta
machines and has also recently become a dealer
for Ricoh.

Schools cleaning contracts
SERVICES: A Hull cleaning company has won
two primary school cleaning contracts.

Independent Cleaning Services (ICS) has been
hired to clean Westcott Primary School, in
Westcott Street, east Hull and Chiltern Primary
School in Chiltern Street, west Hull.

ICS, based in Neptune Street, west Hull, is
expanding in the education sector after setting a
first rate record in recent years with other
schools, colleges and universities in the region.

Lee Stephenson, business development
director for ICS, said: 6We constantly strive to
deliver the very best service and work closely
with the management of the schools to make
sure our teams deliver exactly what their
requirements are.7

B&Q store opens in Goole
RETAIL: A new B&Q store officially opened its
doors in Goole last weekend.

The store, in Rawcliffe Road, opened on the
site of the former Focus DIY following a ten-
week revamp of the premises.

The store underwent a period of team
bonding, re-fitting and daily deliveries to get it
ready for the opening day.

Store manager Antony Coulam said, 6This site
has served the local community for years, most
recently as a Focus DIY, and the B&Q team aims
to continue the good work.7

Learn to build a business
EVENTS: People can learn how to build a
better business at a workshop in Hull on Friday,
October 7.

Delegates will get practical tips on how to
improve their businesses, without spending a
fortune, at the Chambers of Commerce, in
Beverley Road, from 9.30am to 12.30pm. For
details, call 08456 048048.

SUMMING UP: Lord Cullen speaking at the ceremony.

by Emma Wright
Reporter
e.wright@mailnewsmedia.co.uk
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The number of years
Linda Ellis has been
with HOTA

NEWLY-NAMED: Lord Cullen and Linda Ellis admiring the
plaque in the Ellis Building.

EXPANDING: From left,
Ian Atkinson, of Finance
Yorkshire, with KRL3s
managing director George
B a k e r.

EUROPARC DEAL: Managing
director of Wykeland Group,
Dominic Gibbons.
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